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ORIGIN ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ST-01 PM-03 DODE-OO EB-07 SP-02 /024 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/BC/B :MWCOTTER:EO 
APPROVED BY AR A/B C : WLOWENTHAL 
A/OPR/ST :GCJENKINS (PHONE) 

ARA/PLC : AWILLI AMS (PHONE) 

PM/ISO:MFPASZTALANIEC (PHONE) 

DOD/ISA:COL. THOMAS (PHONE) 

030343 

P 052139Z MAY 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY LA PAZ PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 104637 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MILL PGOV, BL 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR AIRLIFT OF PRESIDENTIAL AUTOMOBI L E 
REF: LA PAZ 2088; LA PAZ 3032 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS EXPLORED ALL POSSIBLE MEANS TO PERMIT 
U.S. MILITARY AIR I TFT OF PRESIDENT BANZER'S AUTOMOBILE BUT 
IS UNABLE TO MEET BASIC DOD CRITERION THAT NO, REPEAT NO, 
COMMERCIAL ALTERNATIVES EXIST. IN RESPONSE TO DEPARTMENT 
QUERY MADE AT MAC REQUEST, SATURN AIRWAYS HAS INDICATED 
IT COULD PROVIDE A CHARTER AIRCRAFT TO TRANSPORT THE 
VEHICLE TO LA PAZ, ALTHOUGH AT A COST OF $55,000. THE 
PROHIBITION ON DOD COMPETITION WITH COMMERCIAL CARRIERS IS 
BLANKET, HOWEVER, AND NOT DEPENDENT ON COMMERCIAL RATES. 

2. UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, DEPARTMENT CAN ONLY SUGGEST 
THAT EMBASSY EXPLAIN USG REQUIREMENTS AND REGRET OUR 
INABILITY TO OVERCOME IMPEDIMENT POSED BY AVAILABILITY OF 
COMMERCIAL CHARTER. EMBASSY MAY WISH TO PROPOSE FOLLOWING 
ALTERNATIVES FOR GOB CONSIDERATION: (1) POSSIBLY GOB CAN 
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PRESIDENTIAL VEHICLE WHICH REQUIRES URGENT SHIPMENT TO LA 
PAZ TO JUSTIFY COST OF CHARTERING SATURN AIRWAYS CRAFT; 

OR (2) GOB COULD CONSIDER APPROACHING PETROLEUM COMPANIES 
TO SEEK THEIR ASSISTANCE ON A REIMBURSABLE BASIS. WE 
UNDERSTAND UNION OIL OPERATES A WEEKLY CHARTER FLIGHT TO 
BOLIVIA AND PRESUMABLY OTHER PETROLEUM COMPANIES DO LIKE- 
WISE. KISSINGER 
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